


Fighting for the Forest
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“It’s our property”

“| feel like | am stealing from the
forest. This makes me very angry
as it is our property”, declared
Neang Poe, aged 40.

Poe is from the Mil indigenous
tribe. She lives with her mother
in Changhop village, Kratie, in [N==ile] 2lels =le[=6400)
South Central Cambodia.

Kratie is part of the Irrawaddy Delta, and home to the Mekong
River dolphins.

In 2006, a private logging company came to Kratie and began
taking over large parts of indigenous forest belonging to
people like Poe.

Families living here use the forest to collect vegetables, use
tree trunks to make oil, and collect firewood for cooking. They
are dependent on the forest for their livelihood.

But their access to the forest has been limited. Large areas
of the forest have been privatised and made off limits by the
company.

What has ActionAid achieved so
far?

On 12th January this year, 70 people from Rovieng village (a
village near to Changhop) held a peaceful three day protest
against the private logging company. ActionAid supported
the community to visit the local authorities to determine what
was rightfully theirs. They stood by the border and negotiated
with the company, which was a great success. The company
withdrew their presence from the area and agreed on a border
for their activities. Rovieng village now has access to the forest
and their land is secure.

i : e Ten communal
constructed.

Without access to the forest Hear Vanna stru{jgles to
provide meals for her seven children

Achievements to date include:

e Cleared mines from 135 hectares
of land with no accidents. All of it
was agricultural land, and has been
reallocated to
people. This
destroying a total of 422 anti-personnel
mines, 4 anti tank missiles and 120
unexploded mines.

What does ActionAid plan
to do in the future?

ActionAid’s priority will be to ensure the
entire community understand their rights
to land and natural resources. ActionAid
will help to build the confidence of
people in the community to defend their
rights and thus improve their ability to
demand access to these rights from the
local authorities.

ActionAid will also be working to improve the
attendance rates in schools by holding quarterly
meetings with teachers, parents and local authorities to
establish what the problems are and how they can be overcome,
so children in the area can look forward to a brighter future.

“If the company catch us ... our tools are taken off us”

Work achieved in Cambodia

Sixteen mine-affected villages have been selected.

135 disadvantaged
involved finding and

ponds have been
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Sou Than (a 45 year old farmer) and wife Nhak
< Vanna have five children.

“I use the forest to make oil from tree trunks,
I collect vegetables for my family and | sell
(\ the oil at market. | can also collect bamboo
to make and repair houses.
=y

catch us in the forest, our belongings and tools
are taken off us, such as our knives or oxcart.”

“They [the company] tried to border the “It is hard to collect products from the forest so now |
village. If the authorities or the company grow rice,” Than told us.

“Rice farming is not enough to provide for my family for

the whole year. | can support them for seven months but
To get their belongings back from the company, the for the remaining five months | have to borrow money
company was charging $200 — a prohibitive sum for from rich men, which has double the interest.

people earning perhaps dollars a day.

continued from previous page Work achieved in Cambodia

There is still a long way to go but with your help we are getting there.

Over 13,000 students in 18 primary schools have benefited from the School
Feeding Program.

Established 49 agricultural groups so farmers can support each other

400 households received garden training (vegetable growing, fruit tree
growing, chicken and pig raising) and things to help them start up small-
scale operations (seeds, tools, chickens fingerlings).

Established small revolving fund to support the first year of cultivation

166 people with disabilities received assistance with rehabilitation, medical
care or psychological counselling.

When my children are sick |
send them to a local hospital
but there are not enough
medicines; to afford this | have
to sell my rice.

ActionAid has collected
information from us and from
the company. They organise
meetings where we discuss
our problems and agree on an
action plan.

We plan to meet with the police
and local authorities to ask how
and why this can be allowed.

This way the local resources
can be managed by us, and |
can improve my income once
again.”









