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MEDIA RELEASE
<Insert Organisation Name> Puts Bodies on the Line to Ban Clusters
Members of <insert organisation Name> have joined the growing global battle to eradicate one of the most devastating weapons from the world’s arsenals.

To illustrate the death and devastation cluster bombs are causing to innocent men, women and children in more than 20 countries, <organisation> members are having chalk outlines drawn of their own bodies and signing a petition calling on our Federal Government to support an international ban.

Cluster munitions are weapons that open in mid-air and release dozens, and often hundreds, of bomblets over wide areas. They are hard to control, can cover an area the size of three football fields and don’t distinguish between combatants and civilians.
The bomblets can remain on the ground for years and often sit partially buried or hanging at head height in trees until disturbed.  They contaminate land and in doing so hinder farming, education and future development.
The most significant disarmament treaty in more than a decade is currently being negotiated and there are concerns Australia will join a small group of countries trying to weaken it.

The Week of Action is a chance for Australians to join people from around the world in showing their support for a cluster bomb ban, before the final round of negotiations begin in Dublin next month.
(ENDS)

TIME:


<Insert>

DATE:


<Insert>
LOCATION:

<Insert>
Phone interviews can be arranged on request.
Australia’s Week of Action begins with the Global Day of Action on April 19th & runs until April 27th.

Vision and stills of cluster munitions are available upon request.
For further information contact:
	<Insert Local Contact Details>
	Daniel Barty

Campaigns Officer

(02) 9565 9104 or 0430 464 954

dbarty@austcare.org.au


