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Aid agencies keep making a difference for tsunami survivors

ACFID’s fifth report on the tsunami response by 30 of its member agencies shows Australian agencies continuing to make progress in helping local communities to rebuild their lives. The ACFID report is available at www.acfid.asn.au.
Paul O’Callaghan, ACFID Executive Director, said: “We are not in a sprint race to spend money. This is not a matter of Australians imposing a project plan and timeframe on local communities. As in Australia after disasters, the key is to work alongside those communities, government agencies and others.”

“Given the huge scale of destruction and complexity of this reconstruction process, we said at the start that this effort would take over five years. It is worth recalling that many New Orleans residents will not return to homes for years to come after Hurricane Katrina and that the large bulk of spending to rebuild Darwin after Cyclone Tracy occurred between two and six years after the event”.

ACFID agencies spent 64% of total donations by September 2006 and maintained a 3.6% average level of administrative costs across the group of agencies.  Donors have continued to receive regular progress reports about their tsunami response work and ACFID released quarterly reports on progress over the first year.

"The current report demonstrates that Australian aid agencies listen to, and work with, survivor communities.  Australian donors recognise that this is the only way in which sustainable reconstruction will be achieved."
The CEOs listed below are available for phone interview about the report:
Jack de Groot, CEO Caritas Australia — 0411 309 422
Andrew Hewett, Executive Director Oxfam Australia — 0417 519 371
Tim Costello, CEO World Vision Australia — 0411 633 446
Robert Glasser, CEO CARE Australia — 0439 402 500

Dale Cleaver, Acting CEO, Australian Red Cross — 0417 820 726
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